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RECITALS AND REMINISCENCES.

Stories Eminently Worth Telling of Experiences and Adventures
in the Great National Struggie.

ROBERTSON'S HORSE BATTERY.

With the 2d U. S. Art. at Beverly Ford,
Virginila.

Editor National Tribune: Cos. B and

L, 2d U. 8. Art,, were consolidated in
‘the early Spring of 1862 at Washington,

D. C., to form one of the new batteries
of horse artillery. We were officially
known as Battery B and L, 2d Art., but
“Robertson’s

ent always commanding the organiza-

. tlon, which proved itself an excellent

fighting machine on many hard-fought
battlefields of Virginia, Maryland and
Pennsylvania.

Early In June, 1863, we lay in camp
northwest of Falmouth, Va., about mid-
way between Falmouth and Warren-
ton Junction. Time was hanging heavy
en our hands, and we were all anxious

The 24 Ohlo Cav.

Editor National Tribune: I was much
pleased to read your short history of
the 24 Ohto Cav., given by request of
H. R. Fenton, of Co. H. With your
permission 1 will add a few words. The
2d Ohio was organized at Camp Wade,
Cleveland, O., in the Fall of 1861, 1,200
strong.

Charles Doubleday was its first Col-
onel. In the Spring and Bummer of
1862 it served in Kansas, Missouri and
Indian Territory. Col. Doubleday re-
signed in the Fall, and August V.
Kautz, of the Regular Army, took com-
mand, and was promoted to Brigadier-
General in 1863. George A. Purington
served as its next Colonel. The regi-
ment served in the Army of the Ohlo
under Gen. A. E. Burnside; was on the
Morgan rald, through Kentucky, In-
diana and Ohio. After some short ser-

vice in - southern Kentucky we went over

="

“OUR CAVALRY DASHED ACROSS THE RIVER.”

to take the field, and, to our delight,
on the morning of June 7 we received
orders to prepare three days' cooked
rations for our haversacks. From this
notice we knew that a rapid movement
was in store for us, but being well
trained to obey orders we asked no
questions, but made our preparations.

At nightfall a quiet order was given
tc harness up, hiteh in, and saddle up.
No bugle alarms were sounded, but in
the twillght we took our place in a col-
umn of cavalry and marched westward
almost parallel with the Rappahannock
River. We halted at midnight, and lay
quiet in camp until dusk on the even-
ing of June 8, when we commenced our
westward march again, halting after
midnight. This time we did not unhitch
or unsaddle, but lay quletly waiting for
the coming morning. We were now told
that at break of day we were to attack
Gen. J. E. B. Stuart’'s Confederate Cav-
alry Corps and break up an intended
raid North, for which he was about
ready to start. Our Cavalry Corps
with horse artillery, was commanded by
Gen, Alfred Pleasonton. The hours of
waiting seemed long, and we were all
anxicus to hear the first shot of the
rebel picket, for we did not want to kill
him on his beat without glving him a
chance to fight for his life.

In the gray of the morning, about 4
a. m. and while the fog hung low over
the river, our cavalry advance dashed
across the river at Beverly Ford, and
the fight was on. The rebel picket fired
and retired, but we could tell from the
incessant rattle of the carbines that our
advance had struck the reserve picket
guard, and immediately the rebel
trumpeters sounded the general alarm
and at once followed it up with “boots
and eaddles.” Our attack was almost
& complete surprise, and we accom-
plished our mission by preventing
Btuart’'s raid.

After the cavalry had cleared the
way our battery was rushed to the front
and not a minute too soon, for the
enemy's artillery were punishing our
cavalrymen quite severely; but when we
came in-battery we gave them some-
thing else to think about. The storm-
center of the fight was near a large
brick house about a mile or more back
from the river. There was charges and
counter-charges around it, first a Union
victory, then a Confederate, but our
men were continually driving them
back upon their main army, near Cul-
peper Court House. As the day wore
on we were reinforced by a regiment of
Infantry, and Kilpatrick’s Division of
Cavalry and horse batteries joined in
the fight, which made the fighting more
furious. This division crossed the river
higher up at Kelly's Ford. They were
late coming into action, or our victory
of the early morning would have been
much more complete; but when they
got in to the fight they did some splen-
did fighting, though our Confederate
host seemed to have men and ammuni-
tion enough to keep us all busy until
we got ready to return to our own side
of the river.

Late in the afternoon, coming from
the direction of Culpeper, we could see
long lines of infantry marching to the
rellef of their defeated cavalry brothers.
The sun gleaming along their thousands
of sloping gun-barrels admonished us
that our task was ended, for it was not
long until they appeared on our front
and their cavalry worked towards our
flanks. This was about 5 p. m. Then
commenced one of the - prettiest and
most orderly retreats I ever witnessed
during my entire service from 1861 to
1865. A battery of artillery with in-
fantry supports was sent back across
the river at Beverly Ford to cover our
retreat. My battery left the fleld by
sections in eschelon, firing and retiring.
The cavalry skirmishers, mounted, held
the enemy back until our infantry line
would drop back about 500 vards: then
the troopers would fall back: and so it
continued until we were all back on the
north bank of the river again, and
when the sun went down that evening
“all was quiet along the Rappahan-
nock.” but when the moon and stars
€ame oul that night they looked down
upon over 1,000 dead and wounded men
@8 the result of that bloody day's en-
counter. Thus ended the first great
cavalry battle of the e¢ivil war, and
thers was no longer any prize offered
to any one finding “a dead cavalry-
man,” for on that day among the blue
and the gray they fell like Autumn
leaves before the blast. In my battery
we had several men wounded with frag-
ments of shell and shrapnel, and Maj.
Eobf-rtsun. our commander, had three

orses shot from under him.—Robert
B. Eskildson, M. D., First Sergeant, Co.

:d Art., 2410 South 10th St., Omaha,
eh.
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the mountains into East Tennessee, par-
ticipating in all of the engagements,
rendering service at the siege of Knox-
ville. Jan. 1, 1864, most of the regi-
ment re-enlisted at Mossy Creek, E.
Tenn. Assembled at Annapolis, Md., In
the Spring and marched with the Ninth
Corps to the front. At the battle of
the Wilderness the regiment was trans-
ferred to Wilson's Divislon, Cavalry
Corps, Army of the Potomac; served
through all the engagements and held
a position on the left of the line, in
front of Petersburg. Next the regi-
ment was sent to the Army of the
Shenandoah, under Gen. P. H. Sheri-
dan. Here they were assigned to the
Third Cavalry Division, commanded by
Gen. Geo. A, Custer., A. B. Nettleton
assumed command as Colonel, and par-
ticipated in those engagements, espe-
lially Cedar Creek. The regiment raid-
ed across the country with Gen. Sheri-
dan's- Cavalry to the Army of the Po-
tomac, and took part in the battles of
Dinwiddie Court House, Five Forks,
and was at the surrender at Appomat-
tox.

After the Grand Review at Wash-
ington, D. C., the regiment was next
moved to Missourl, Col. Donelly Seward
in command, and finally discharged at
Benton Barracks, Sept. 6, 1865.

The regiment rccelved reecruits from
the 6th Ohio Cav. and also one bat-
talion from the 8th Ohio Cav. Thus
it is that the 24 Ohio has s chaln of
sleeping sentinels 1,000 miles in length,
reaching from the Indian Territory to
the Atlantic Ocean. It also has a rec-
ord of marching more miles than any
cavalry regiment during the war of the
rebelllon.—Alex. Gibbs, Co. H, 24 Ohio
Cav., Brunswick, O.

Death of Gen. HIIl.

Editor National Tribune: Comrade
Philbrick in The National Tribune of
Jan, 4 gives an account of the death of
Gen. A. P. Hill, which varles so much
from all accounts heretofore given that
I am of the opinion that he has con-
founded Gen. Hill with some other offi-
cer. I was at home on furlough at the
date of the breaking of the rebel lines
by the Sixth Corps, but men of my regi-
ment told the circumstances to me when
I rejoined the command.

Their story was that Gen. Hill, ac-
companied by an officer or an orderly,
came suddenly and unexpectedly upon
a squad of boys who were looking
around for whatever turned up, when
the General came near, and riding to-
ward them with drawn saber, demanded
their surrender, upon which one of the
boys drew his piece and shot him from
his horse, whereupon his comrade put
spurs to his horse and escaped.

Gen. Longstreet, in his Memoirs, glves
substantially the same account, He
says, page 605: “The alarm reached
Gen. A. P. Hill, of the Third Corps, who
rode off to find his troops, but instead
came suddenly upon the enemy's skir-
mishers iIn their econcealment, He
wheeled and made a dash to escape, but
the Federal fire had deadly effect, the
gallant General fell, and the Southern
service lost a sword made bright by
brave work upon many heavy flelds."”
This occurred on the morning of April
2, soon after the Sixth Corps broke the
enemy’'s line, the first to do so that
day.—Chas. Porter, Co. E, 11th Vt.,
Grinnell, JTowa.

—————

The 458th 11L

Daniel I.. Tate, Osten, Fla., says
that the 48th Ill. was not in the Six-
teenth Corps, but in the Third Brigade,
Second Division, Fifeenth Corps. . H.
Odell was Fife-Major of the regiment.
The division was commanded by Gen.
Hazen and the brigade by Gen, Oljver.

—_———

IS YOUR HEART WEAK?

Information that resulted in the com-
plete cure of Alice A. Wetmore, from
Chronic Heart Disease, sent you by
mail absolutely FREE,

Alice A. Wetmore, Box A 67, Nor-
wich, Conn., wishes to tell every reader
of The National Tribune that if they
suffer from Heart Disease of any form,
she will, on receipt of their address,
without any charge whatever, direct
them to the perfect Home Cure she 80
succesesfully used.

Coming as it does in
quackery and deceit the information,
so freely given, must be gladly wel-
comed by those who wish a simple, in-
expensive and withal & genulne cure.
To escape this most terrible of all
diseases should be the object of every
suffering, for to delay or take danger-
ous nostrums may, any time, mean a
fatal result. Get this life-saving In-

the face of

formation at once and while it ma
had without cost, e

LOYAL I'INMNI.-

The Difficulties Experienced by the 4th
Tean. Cav. in Belag Organized—Long
Service Afterward,

Editor Natlonal Tribune: 1 see in
The National Tribune of Nov. 23 a Mr.
E. Davidson, of Colfax, Wash., asks for
a “short history of the 4th Tenn. Cav."
In your reply you say it “was organized
at Nashville from Feb. 9, '63, to June,
1864.” 1In this you are mistaken. Col
R, M. Edwards, of Clevaland, Tenn.,
was commissioned to raiwe a regiment
of cavalry in July, 1862, at Cumber-
land Gap, While Gen. Morgan occupied
that place. When Gen. Morgan was
forced to evacuate the Gap Col. Ed-
wards had succeeded In enlisting about
300 men. The regiment was to be
known as the 1st East Tenn. Cav., and
was so recognized by Gen. Morgan, but
after its arrival at Nashville it was giv-
en the 4 number, In Gen. Morgan's
remarkable retreat from the Gap to
the Ohio River the 4th did heroic ser-
vice, notwithstanding its imperfect or-
ganization and equipment, for Col. Ed-
wards was unable to procure the regu-
lar cavalry equipments, not even uni-
forms, and the men were armed with
muskets and shotguns and such other
fire arms as they could find. After
thelr arrival at the Ohio they were or-
dered to Louisville, Ky., where recruit-
ing was vigorously pushed. In Jan-
uary, 1863, Col. Edwards was ordered
to Nashville with his embryo regiment,
where its organization was completed

in the Summer and it was fully
equipped for the fleld. Late in the
Summer it went to Murfreesboro,

where it met Wheeler on one of his
grand sweeps in the rear of the Union
army at Chattanooga. Returning to
Nashville late in the Fall, it was re-
mounted and otherwise equipped for an
expedition under Gen. Wm. Sooy Smith
into the heart of Miasissippl. It re-
ported to Gen. Smith at Collierville, and
on Feb. 10 set out for Meridian, Miss,,
the objective point of the expedition.
But before reaching that point they
encountered Forrest at Okolona and
Gen. Smith had to retrace his steps.

Gen, Sherman had learned that there
was a considerable amount of army
stores collected by the rebels along the
Mobile & Ohio Railroad and various
other places in the interior of the
State, and he organized two expedi-
tions, one to be conducted by himself
personally and to start from Vicksburg
and march straight for Meridlan, and
the other to be led by Gen. Smith and
to leave Collierville In the vicinity of
Memphis and move down the M. & O.
R. R. by way of Okolona and meet him
at Meridian by Feb, 10. But Gen. Smith
did not get started until the day he
was to meet Sherman at the point of
junction, consequently Forrest was giv-
en plenty of time to learn of the move-
ments of Smith and to concentrate his
forces and meet Smith at the place of
his own selection, which he did, mak-
ing furious assaults on Smith's rear as
he retreated,

This was the first baptism of fire the
4th received, and it showed the material
of which it was composed. It repelled
several assaults of Forrest's furious and

reckless riders, and several times
charged into the oncoming foe, and
saved Gen. Smith's column at some

points from utter rout.

In this expedition the regiment lost
34 men killed, wounded and missing,
11 of whom were killed.

While this expedition is generally
considered a failure, yet it was not en-
tirely without good results, for Gen.
Smith succeeded in destroying a large
amount of army stores and other Con-
federate property, and he succeeded in
bringing out with him a large number
of mules and horses and prisoners, and
a large number of negroes to work on
fortifications, besides killing a number
of rebels, among the number the broth-
er of Gen. Forrest.

This was one of Gen. Sherman’s
strategic moves in ald of Gen. Rose-
crans's operations around Chattanooga.

You perhaps got your information
from the Rebellion Records, which, 1
am sorry to say, de not give the regi-
ment full justice. From some cause the
Records are silent in many particulars
of vital interest to the history of this
organization, and it is highly important,
if the survivors of the regiment cherish
the memory of their deeds, that they
get about putting them In historical
shape before it is everlastingly too late.
—Alexander Eckel, Co. C, 4th Tenn.

Cav., Knoxville, Tenn.
.__.____._._._ _-—

AT ALLATOONA PASS,

Thrilling Incidents of a Battle That De-
veloped the Hest Qualities of the Man
in Blae.

Referring to a reminiscence of the
battle of Allatoona Pass, by Serg't
O'Donnell, Co. A, Tth 111, published in
these columns, H, Ti. Baltzell, Co. E,
th IIL, says: “I will try to give my
experience in that battle. The night
Lefore the fight our brigade, with the
12th Ill.,, I believe, were loaded on cars
at Rome, Ga., and made the run to Al-
latoona In the night. We arrived there
ahout 2 a. m. Our pickets were fired
upon just after we had disembarked
from the cars, and about daylight our
company and Co, H were sent out on
the skirmish line. John Etterain, of
Co. H, was the first man killed in that
battle. About 8 o’clock a. m. the Cap-
tain began to let us go back to the fort
two or three at a time to get breakfast.
While I was at the fort after my food
the rebel commander sent in a demand
for our surrender, and the skirmish
line fell back. The remainder of the
regiment then went Into the riflepits
in front of the fort,

“l “fell In’ with Co. A, and 1 was
not more than three feet from Serg't
O’'Donnell when he was hit, and he just
jumped around like a chicken with its
head cut off. How he got out of there
I never knew, because I did not see him
again until the National Encampment
at St. Louis.

“Well, we fell back to the fort. I had
not been on the hill before, and because
of the excitement and the smoke I did
not see the fort on our side of the rail-
road. So when 1 came to the cut in
the hill T just slid down to the first
offset and crossed on a little bridge,
There were steps on the bank on the
other slde, and I ascended them and
climbed into the fort. I was about out
of wind by that time.

‘““The first charge was over, but the
rebs made three more, and when they
could not get us, or our rations either,
they drew off. Our company went into
the fight with 64 men, and we mustered
but 21 that night at roll-call. Twelve
had been killed on the fleld, four tak-
en prisoners and the balance wounded.
Our dead were buried where they fell,
but have sgince been exhumed and re-
buried im the National Cemetery at
Marietta, Ga,

“About that company that was cap-
tured out in the blockhouse, I have al-

ways understood it was of the 39th
Towa.
“What has become of all the old

‘erampers?”” Why don't some of them
write to The National Tribune and tell
of some of the things they did in the
'66’'s? I am here all alone. BE. Mush-
rush has answer the last roll-call.”

——

GEN. HARKER'S DEATH,

Statement of a Comrade Who Says He
Saw Him Fall, With Other Interesting
Incidents.

Comrade W. J. Boon, Co. K, 125th
Ill., Grage Creek. Ill., gays he saw Gen.
Harker when he fell from his horse,
and it was about 10 steps from the
rebel works. Gen. Harker was flve or
six paces in rear of Comrade Boon.
Something caused the latter to look be-
hind at the time Gen. Harker was hit.
Comrade Boon belleves he can locate
the spot within a few feet where he
fell. The trees that were there are all
gane and smaller ones have grown up,

e says he was there two years ago.
Gen, Harker, acoording to Comrade
Boon, was not killed in a ravine.

““When we got close to the rebel
works the Fourth end Fourteenth
Corps became mixed up by overlapping.
Qur regiment lost, I think, 125 men.

Col. Dan. McCook was killed on the,City, N. Y.

rebel works, so I heard, but I 4id not
see it. Our Colonel..(a. F. Harmon,
and Capt. Fellow we llled, also lots
of others. One bullet struck my hat
and tore one side of it nearly off, and
another struck my canteen. 1 received
a slight scratch. Our brigade forti-
filed and we lay there from June 27 to
July 4. .

“Comrade Starkey says his impres-
sion is that both the right and the left
wings reétreated. McCook's Brigade
did not fall back except for about ag
yards, and then buiit a2 second line 1
paces nearer and commeéhnced to tun-
nel, but the enemy left before we got
under their line. The tunnel is there
yet, and a man can crawl four or five
feet into it, A member of Co. I, our
regiment, Jake Masters, crawled from
out our line and backing himself
against a tree commenced to dig. The
rebs shot at him, but could not hit him.
Then they threw rocks at him until
they were tired. I asked one of the
Johnnies two years ago why they did
not take our brigade In out of the wet?

He replied that had he known the
situation he would have done so0.
““C. W. Barnes, bth Wis. Battery,

says Battery I, 2d Ill, did not belong
to McCook’s Brigade, nor the 224 Ind.
They both did, sure. Battery I, 24 IIl.,
was our battery all the time, and was
as good as any of them.”

THE SECOND BRIGADE.

Spendid Record of the Men Who Fought
With Mower, Murphy, Bryner and
Others—Interesting Incidents of an In-
teresting Campaign.

Editor National Tribune: As Com-
rade Brewster wishes information as to
the make-up and poesition of the Second
Brigade, T will try to enlighten him. I
was in the 47th Ill. in that brigade,
which was composed of the 11th Mo,
Col. Mower; §8th Wis, Col. Murphy
(known as the Eagle Brigade); 6th
Minn. (of which the present Bishop
Ireland was Chaplain), and the 47th

Il1l.,, Col. Bryner. This latter regiment
lost three Colonels—Col. Dan Miles,
killed at Farmington, Miss.; Col.

Thrush, killed at Corinth, and Col.
Cromwell, killed at Jackson, Miss. The
above regiments composed the Second
Brigade of the Third Divisilon of the
Fifteenth Corps.

The brigade was transferred to the
Sixteenth Corps, under A. J. Smith.
After the transfer we were transported
by boat from Vicksburg to Yellow
Bayou, Red River, and on our way to
Alexandria we captured Fort De Russey
(as I remember the name). After
reaching Alexandria we marched 42
miles in one day to Henderson Hill, and
captured the entire garrison, includ-
ing a 4-gun battery, without firing a
shot. We managed to do this by se-
curing the countersign from one of the
rebel pickets.

We then returned to Alexandria,
where everything was turned over to
ien. Banks,. We were afterwards or-
dered to march eight miles to the rear
of his army. All the thanks we received
for what we had accomplished was to
be dubbed “Smith's Thieves” and
“Mower’'s Guerrillas."

Banks then got whipped at Sabine

Crossroads and was compelled to fall
back to Pleasant Hill. Then our bri-
gade came in and saved his army.

Banks then acknowleidged the value of
our services and thanked Gen. Smith
for saving him from a rout.

Our brigade was then ordered to
Alexandria,, while the gunboats were
stuck fast on the falle. From there we
went to Gov. Moore's plantation, where
we had to fight the rebs until we could
build a dam to release the gunboats.
While there we subsisted on parched
corn and honey. When Banks moved
again we were his rear guard until he
arrived at St. Martinsville, where the
rebs got ahead of him, and our brigade
was again ordered to the front and took
part in the filght that followed at Yel-
low Bayou, where the rebs charged us
three times, but were repulsed and
thoroughly whipped.

After this Gen. Mower  was trans-
ferred to Sherman’s army, then at Lake
Chicot, where the rebs had the river
blockaded. We had a fight with them
and drove them away. From there we
were ordered to Memphis, and thence
to Tupelo, where we had to make a
five-days’ march on three days' rations.
—Alexander Blair, Co. A, 47th IIL

T S s S e

Capture of Gen. Rhett,

Editor National Tribune: In a re-
cent issue of your paper there was a
communication referring to the capture
and treatment of Col. Alfred Rhett, who
commanded a brigade of Gen. Taliafer-
ro's Division of Heavy Artillery up to
the day before the battle of Averashoro,
N. €., the date on which he was cap-
tured, not by the foragers, as your cor-
respondent says«, but by Capt, North-
rop, commanding Gen. Kllpatrick's
scouts, and three of his men—Grey, of
the 6th Iowa; Fry, of the 10th Ohio, and
one other, either of the 10th Ohio or
8th Ind.

Col. Rhett was taken within his own
lines. He had advanced one or a part
of one of his regiments to drive back
the scouts and foragers who had been
halted some time In his front, and had
butted Into either the 9th Ohio or the
9th Pa. Cav., the advance guard of Gen,
Kilpatrick’s main body, following an
hour or two behind the scouts.

While returning from his front, evi-
dently with the intention of communi-
cating with Gen. Hampton and Gen.
Tallaferro, he got up against the four
scouts heretofore mentioned. Taking
them for friends, he asked if they could
tell him where he could find Gen.
Hampton and Gen. Taliaferro. It was
quite a delicate operation to reveal to
him the fact that we were Yanks, and
that he must be our prisoner. Ungrace-
fully he submitted, after feeling the
wrong end of Grey's Spencer in contact
with one of his ears. At this time he
was accompanied by another officer,
who was also captured. I do not re-
member his name, but recollect he was
a fine fellow,

We now found it quite difficult to get
out of their lines and into ours, but
knowing the woods pretty well we suc-
ceeded within an hour in reaching Gen,
Kilpatrick with our prisoners.

After Gen. Kilpatrick had had a con-
versation with Col. Rhett he told Capt.
Northrop to take him to Gen, Sherman’s
headquarters, report what he had seen,
and turn over his prisoners, if Gen.
Sherman desired to keep them.

After several minutes’ conversation
Gen. Sherman asked Gen. Rhett if he
knew any General at. whose headquar-
ters he would like to go on parole, He
mentioned some one, and I suppose was
sent there, but a day or two afterward,
on Gen. Kllpatrick being informed by
some of his officers who had been cap-
tured at Monroe’'s Crossreads that they
had been ill-treated by Col. Rhett, he
sent for him, and for a short time he
was put in what we called the bull pen,
with the other prisoners then held by
us. One day a communication was re-
celved from him stating that they were
inviting him to “Come up out of his
boots,” which, by the way, were su-
perlor to any othera that I had seen
in elther army. It mvas: fortunate for
him that very few could wear them, or
he would probably have made a trade
long before. After this the may have
been sent where your correspondent
came in dally contact with him, as he
says, as this was the last I knew of him.

Before cloging this communication I
want to say a word about Gen. Kilpat-
rick’'s scouts, as brave and as able a
body of rough-riders as ever fought on
horseback.

They were first organized by Lieut.
Grifin, 6th Ky. Cav., and numbered 25§
men, who, after volunteering, were de-
talled from the different regiments of
Gen. Kilpatrick’s Division of Cavalry.
They were picked fighters, if there were
ever such a body, and their services
were certainly very subsiantial. At Sa-
vannah they were increased to 50 men,
and commanded by Capl. Theo. F.
Northrop through the campaign of the
Carolinas. T hope It may reach the eyes
of some of ther'. who no doubt read
your Interesiin™ raper.—Theodore I,
Northrop, 129 'Y, 131st 8t., New York

A STINGING REPLY.
Comrade Walter Morria Calls Down the
Commercial Bulietin, of Buffale, N. Y.

The Commercial Bulletin, of Buffalo,
N. Y., had one of the customary mean
editorlals on “Our Loung-Lived Pension-
ers,” and which abounded in the usual
groans and complaints about the pen-
sion burden. Comrade Walter Morris,
Commander of Gen. Alexander Hays

Po f Pittsburg, wrote the editor a
s"iﬁﬂr'ﬁ ?Etter, in which he gave his views

on the subject, and calling attention to
what nilce boys we were In 1861-'65,
and stating what a nice time we had
sleeping out in the mud, slush, snow
and rain; gorging ourselves on pies,
pudding, turkey and ice-cream; charg-
ing occasionally for the fun of having
our arms, legs, etc., blown off; then in
connection with such jolly games as
malarial fever, diarrhea, etc., with some
110,000 to 120,000 killed in battle and
perhaps 200,000 or 300,000 crippled for
life in the little bouts we had with the
Johnnies. He also sent the Bulletin
what encouragement he could, by tell-
ing them that from 30,000 to 40.000

were dying off annually. Comrade Mor-
ris adds:
“I tell you, some of the American

papers are full of patriotism. and can
not do enough for the old veterans. It
is a pity we do not have to pay for the
air we breathe, and it really is a shame
we do not have to pay a pension to the
good people who write these nice, pa-
triotic articles, brimfull of gratitude to
us. I have not got very much money,
but I would be willing to glve some-
thing to erect a monument to them 106
miles off Sandy Hook to save Lthem the
expense of living and saving for the old
veterans. I would favor dropping them
over in iron cages alongside their monu-
ment, the top of which would be 100
feet or so below the surface of the wa-
ter.

“The figures in the article may or may
not be correct, and personally I am
surprised myself that I have lived so
long, but T am mean enough to say that
I am not a bit sorry, and will live as
long as I can, but T can assure vou that
mYy pension of $6 a month is not all that
keeps me so fat and sassy.

“There never was a time in the his-
tory of the country when patriotism
was more necessary than now, and your
paper iIs the keynote of that necessary
and grand virtue. I ask vou to do all
that you can to neutralize such illogical,
selfish, unpatriotic and ungrateful ideas
as are displayed in the Commercial Bul-
letin.”

What Supported Gen. Nelson nt Pltta-
burg Landiag?

Editor National Tribune: After read-
ing Comrade McElroy’s highly-interest-
ing account of the battle of Shiloh,
Corinth, and so on, like good old Abe,
I am ‘“reminded of something,” and its
no joke by a large majority, because I
was lying on a brushheap but a few
feet from where it oeceurred.

I was one of the Buell army boys
headed for the Tennessee River. We
jerked off our duds, fixed bayonets,
placed the duds on top of the bayonets
and swam and waded Duck River, thus
getting ahead of another General who
stopped to build a bridge. But we were
under that stern, big-hearted, quick
and impulsive General Wm. Nelson. We
had been und¢- him through to Pike-
ton after Gen., Humphry Marshall; fol-
lowed him until even the trails into the
mountains beyond just about gave out.

About that time in the evening Gen.
Nelson's Adjutant said: “General, what
shall we name this camp?” (we always
gave the camps a name every night.)
Straightening up his robust form,
he replied, “Name it camp Hopeless
Chase."”

All hands and the cook “had enough
of this in their'n,” and we about-faced
and headed for the Big Sandy River.
This is the day I stole my first, last
and only negro. I was short on a cook,
and a likely young darky said he could
cook, so T told him to “fall in."" While
trudging along a miserable thing called
a road up rode a big, red-faced Ken-
tucklan and said in a stentarion voice
full of vinegar and gall: “Say! you've
got my nigger, be gad, sar. You stole
him.”” Right then and there I put on
my thinking-cap. It was early In the
'61's, and being verdant on these mat-
ters, I was like the bound boy at the
husking, haln’t nothing to say, and
a few minutes after was arrested. 1
and the “gem’'en of color” were trotted
to the rear, and that was the last of
my freeing a negro before Abraham
Lincoln did.

When we reached the mouth of the Big
Sandy there lay the finest steamer that
ever turned a wheel on the Ohio River
—the Jacob Strader. On her hurricane
roof stood a band, playing *“Ain’'t vou
glad to get out of the Wilderness”"—you
bet!

But T am digressing. I started
out to tell “who supported Gen. Nel-
son on the left.”

Marching along that beautiful Sun-
day morning, away beyond Duck River

we suddenly heard “Slap-er-che-boom—
one, two, three, and more in rapid suc-
cession, ' the first roar of hostile can-
non that had ever greeted the ear of
any one of ud.

Then came the order to stack arms,
pile knapsacks, draw rations for three
days, and 40 rounds of ammunition,
then “fall in, double-quick,” and we
were off for what afterwards turned
out to be Pittsburg Landing to assist
in keeping that horse of Gen. Beaure-
gard’'s from drinking water from the
Tennessee River or in hell.

On our arrival below Pittsburg Land-
ing we met a number of the beys in
blue that a very short time before had
taken a Tennessee River swim, their
objective point seeming to have been
a dry spot on this side of the river.

Soon we boarded a steamer, and up
the river we went. Along the banks
were many, without their muskets,
praying us, for God's sake, not to come
over to their side, as all would be killed.
While marching up the bank they
crowded us right and left to get on our
sleamer, and some of their eyes looked
as big as saucers. Comparatively
speaking, we were “raw” troops, and, to
say the least, it was decidedly discour-
aging; but Gen. Nelson dtew his sword
and cut at them right and left, and at
the same time urging us on. When
once on the bank, we were not long in
finding the enemy and proceed to make
them *“‘take a walk.”

Night came on, so did the dashingest
rain that ever did rain. There we
stood and lay all night, with the gun-
boats below us throwing shells to beat
the band. Next afternoon some old
men we captured wanted to know of me
how “We'un's"” gunboats could throw
shells right into their camp, when the
night was as dark as it was and the
timber so thick. Not having the de-
eired information at hand, we failed to
impart it. These same old gray-headed
Confederates shed tears in our pres-
ence when the dead Albert Sidney
Johnston's name was mentioned, and 1
shall always believe that we would
never have reached the left bank of
that river had he lived. These soldiers
had confidence in his military ability
to lead them on to victory that Sunday
afternoon, and had he lived I shall al-
ways believe he would have been in
Robert E. Lee’s place.

After night up rode a man whe in-
quired: “Where is Gen. Nelson?" Word
was sent to the old hero, and they ex-
changed salutations. One word
brought on another about military mat-
ters while we lay there on the extreme

for a fight or a ‘“‘set to” about day-
light Monday morning,

Among other inquiries Gen. Grant
=aid to Nelson: “Who is supporting you
on the left?” Without a particle of
hesitation Nelson replied: “God Al-
mighty and the Tennessee Rliver.—W.
H. Lawrence, Carrabelle, Fla.

The United States Navy.

Editor National Tribune: WIll you
kindly inform me of the present
strength of the United States Navy and
how we rank in naval strength with
other countries?—John A. Lowe, East-
port, Me.

class battleships, five second and third
class, 22 coast-defense ships, 12 ar-
mored cruisers, 23 protected cruisers,
15 other cruizers, 24 gunboats, 41 river
gunboats, 16 torpedo-boat destroyers,
46 torpedo-boats, 105 transports and
two school and training ships, which
are mannéd by 1,653 officers and 32,109
men. It is hard to make a comparison
of strength with that of other navies
in the world, because there is no ac-
cepted unit of comparison. Some ex-
perts give us the third place, putting
us above Germany, and some the fourth
place, putting us after Germany. The
usual comparison makes Great Britain
first, France second, United States third,
Germany fourth, Japan fifth, Italy sixth,
Russia seventh and Austria eighth.—
Editor National Tribune.

Capture of Spanish Fort,

According to Corp’'l D. Brady, in a
communication to The National Trib-
une, his regiment, the 81st Ill., known
as the “Egyptian Tigers,” captured
Spanish Fort. He says he has read the
communications of several comrades
who say they found no Johnnies in the
trenches.

“Of course not,”” adds Corp’'l Brady,
‘‘because the 81st Ill. (Egyptian Rifles)
had taken them all out of the trenches.
Speak up, A. J. Smith's Guerrillas. Let
us hear from you."”

Ohlo’s 23 Fighting Reglments,

Editor National Tribune: Please state
in The National Tribune the 25 regi-
ments from Ohio which are included in
Col. Fox's 300 Fighting Regiments.—W.
F. Bartlett, Mount Gilead, O.

Fox's list of Ohio fighting regiments
gives the 5th, Tth, 8th, 14th, 15th, 21st,
234, 26th, 29th, 30th, 33d, 34th, 36th,
38th, 41st, 46th, 49th, 65th, 65th, 67th,
73d, 824, 98th and 126th.—Editor Na-

tional Tribune.

Get This Gold Pair

i‘l
I can honestly and truthfully
finest and smallest print both day

did in my life. Your spectacles are truly marvelous.’’

NOW I WANT YOUR TESTIMONIAL ALSO, AND I
THEREFORE MAKE YOU THIS SPECIAL OFFER:

Just write me your name and
address and I will mail you my
Perfect Home Eye Tester, free,

Then when you return ms the
Eye Tester with your test, I will
send you a complete five dollar
family set of my famous ‘‘Perfect
Vision'’ spectacles for only $1
(which is an actual saving of $4
to you), and this will include a
pair of my handsome Rolled Gold
spectacles absolutely free of charge.

DR. HAUX SPECTACLE CO.,
| WANT AGENTS ALSO
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HIGHLY appreciate your famous ‘‘Perfect Vision”’ spectacles, for

And any man or woman (also storekeepers), with:
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In the past
year I received thou-
sands of letters from
spectacle wearers all over the world,
expressing their thanks and appredi-
ation, and the one I give here is a
good sample of what they all say.

The Reverend O. C. Clark, one
of the most prominent ministers in
the State of Illinois, says:

say that with them I now read the
and night, just as well as I ever

This set will last yourself and
family a lifetime.

With these famous *‘Perfect
Vision’* spectacles of mine you
will be able to read the finest print
just as easy as you ever did In your
life, and I will return your dollar
willingly if you yourself don’t find
them to be the finest you ever
bought anywhere, at any price.

Write now for my free Home
Eye Tester. Address as follows:

Haux Bld’g, ST. LOUIS, MO.
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The Muskingum River in the War,

C. F. Walcott, Cleveland, O., sends us
the following clipping in regard to the
part the Muskingum River played in the
war, and says that it is contrary to his
recollection. He thinks that the canal,
at least, had been abandoned as a means
of transportation, and wants to know
what the other comrades remember
abeut the matter:

“Another curious phase of Muskin-
gum River traffic at that time was the
transportation of troops during the war.
Some of the boats used to convey sol-
diers to the Ohio River, below the
mouth of the Muskingum, passed into
the service of the Government and were

sent up the Tennessee and the Cumber-

land. Boats built in Ohio for Ohio Riv-

er trade helped much, in that way, to
facilitate the operations of the Union

armies.

“One Muskingum River ferry steam-

er, the Jesse Edington, was hastily con-

verted into a gunboat, at the time of

Morgan's raid. A cannon used for

Fourth of July celebrations was put on

the boat and heavily loaded with scrap

iron. This peaceful craft, ordinarily

plying between McConnellsville and

Malta, reached the place where Morgan

was expected to cross the river too late

to do anything to hinder him. On the

way back to its usual station the old

cannon was discharged at nothing in

particular, and so ended the only in-

stance of gunboat service on one of
the interior rivers of Ohio in the civil ;
war.""

-

The National Tribune.

Editor National Tribune: There are .
in Marion, .
Ind., who are not taking The National
Tribune. I have given them several

copies to read, hoping that I could get

them to subscribe for the paper by so
doing. Most of them claim they are
not able. I am afraid some of them
never will be able unlees they will sup-
port The National Tribune for advocat-
ing their just cause. If I were to
preach a sermon for the benefit of the
old comrades I would take my text,
“Subscribe for The National Tribune.”
When we help The National Tribune we

are helping all of the soldiers as well,
The paper is fighting for our rights,

pleading with Congress and with the
leading men of the Nation. I say again,

every old comrade subscribe for The

National Tribune.—Jacob B. Pyecatte,
Co. A, 5th Ind. Cav., Marion, Ind.
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